RETLEBHNE A

THE MAN WHO CHANGED

SHANGHAI



I .
THEMAN WHO CHANGED

SHANGHAI

Writteh and Directed by LADISLAV KABOS

thisis not only an amazing creative documentary, but also a major dis-
covery for both:Europeansiand-Chines 68 minutes, 35 mm film, FULL HD 16:9

D A N D‘ Three siblings,Martin (87) from Monaco, Theo
(85) from €anada'and Alessa (82) from the USA,
T H E A T D E narrate the fascinating true-life story of their
o father L..E. Hudec (1893 -1958), a famous.architect
in Shan{:;hai. For the first time Alessa visits.Slova-
kia the birthplace of her father. Together with her
brother Theo, they decide to visit China after 63
years — the country of their childhood and youth.
Thisiinspired documentary not.only‘explores the
many exciting details of the life of L.E. Hudec; fa-
ther of Asian high-rises, but also serves as an au-
thentic testimony of life of Europeans in'Colonial
Shanghai before The People’s Republic of China
was formed. It presents the never-before-seen
16mm home-movies that were shot between
1927-1938 by Ladislav Hudec himself.

THE WORLD PREMIERE
“THE MAN WHO CHANGED SHANGHALI”

The Ceremony Will Be Opened By Mr. lvan Gasparovic,
The President Of The Slovak Republic

September 3rd, 2010, 5 p.m.

Venue: The Historical “Grand Theatre”, Originally Designed By Ladislav Hudec,
216 West Nanjing Road, Shanghai

Cinematography by MICHAEL KABOS, DODO SIMONCIC Financial support
Edited by DARINA SMRZOVA provided by AUDIO
ProducerSVATAVA-MARIA KABOSOVA Audiovisual Fund, x;ﬁg“—""

Produced by ©MEDIA FILM, Slovak television 2010 Slovak Republic - EU

THE DIRECTOR SPEAKS ABOUT THE FILM
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Eight years ago | started to look for
architects, which from various reasons
left Slovakia and made their interesting
work in abroad. | found that it is incre-
dible number; more then 200 archi-
tects! First of all | was fascinating by the
“Hollywood True-Life Story” of Ladislav
Hudec. Hudec is a typical Slovak name.
And | was surprised, that the “world”
knew him to be the Hungarian archi-
tect Lazslé Hugyecz/Hudec, born in the
Hungarian town of Besztercebanyia. But
it was in the time of Austro-Hungarian
Empire! This city is fast 100 years called
again Banska Bystrica and it is one of the
most important cultural and political
centre of The Slovak Republic today. |
was surprised, that Ladislav Hudec is
also today buried in Banska Bystrica...
but virtually unknown:Se.l.decided to
research-mare; ..

The first Hudec exibition in Banska
Bystrica and Bratislava was orga-
nized at 2009 by The Embassy of
China People’s Republic, SPAFFC
and other chinese institutions and
supported by National Museum and

Ministry of Culture in Slovak Repub-
lic. Thanks to SPAFFC and especially
to Mr. David Huiming Tan, we could

shoot our film in Shanghai and find

all archives footage in China.
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David Huiming Tan (lefts), SPAFFC with direc-
tor Ladislav Kabos
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It was really just good luck that my son
Michael Kabos, cinematographer, with
help of Hudec’s son Theo discovered
the 16mm films, shot by Ladislav Hudec
(1927 - 1938)in China and Europe. They
had been lying in the attic of The Hudec
family House in Canada’s Victoria_prov-
ince for decades. Hiding under layers of
dust and mold, and in-an-extremely dry
condition...

On the reel cases was'written by Hudec’s
own hand,“1927% In-those days films
were made from combustible materials.
They could easily catch fire by them-

selves. It is strictly forbidden totranspeort

them by airplane. So had a very difficult
time dealing with this initial-find: Luckily
however, the films where made on non-
combustible stockand-we survived our
flight back to Europe with the materials.

It was a long and difficult story to save
these unique films and put them to
our FULL HD creative documentary. It
presents never-before-seen-footage
from Slovakia, Budapest, Prague, Italy,
Spain, New.York;Japan, China... some
home-movies showalso the children,
his wife and-Hudec himself, Ladislav
Hudec wasn’t-only-a genial architect,
but also the excellent photographer and
cinematographer.

4 Ladislav Hudec

All Hudec’s children were interested in
making the journey following father’s
long life footsteps. Alessa has never
been to Slovakia. | understood, that it
would be very exciting for them to visit
Shanghai again - the city of their child-
hood and youth - 63 years after they
originally left. Additionally, Thee; Martin
and Alessa’s'story.serve as authentic
testimonials to the life of Europeans in
Colonial Shanghai before The People’s
Republic of China was formed.
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My father never taught us anything about
Hungary or Slovakia and never tried to
teach us any of the languages. He was too
busy and too stressed-We did the geneal-
ogy of the family and discovered there’s
no Hungarian in the family. Well I'm rather
pleased because basically | am Slovak. At
least | am half Slovak.

6 Ladislav Hudec

I didnt want to research and come to
the conclusion of whether Hudec felt
himself to be more Slovak or Hungar-
ian. It seems to me, that in today’s
cosmopolitan world, this is a rather
narrow-minded question and especially
now, when both Slovakia and Hungary
are under the common roof of the EU.
But the truth is that he didn't have any
Hungarian roots.

His-mother — Paula Skultety - came from
the Skultetys, a known Slovak family

of evangelical priests, working for the
Slovak National Movement.

His father’s name is pure Slovak-Hudet
means fiddler, (a. type of musician).
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The original name HUDEC were changed  daughter Giselle.visited for the first time
to the Hungarian form HUGYECZ by his Slovakia at August 2009.
father, who wanted to reach a better

position in society. These changes you

can see easilywhen you visit the Hudec 1 T 3RS EIFRY tT 2 b {7 ft R SFIEHf

family gravestone. Allesa de Wet with
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8 Ladislav Hudec

Hudec wrote first in
Hungarian, because
at the beginning of
20th century Slova-
kia was under a law,
which prohibited the
teaching of Slovak in
Slovak schools.

The process of Hun-
garization of Slovak
schools was culmi-
nating in those days
and teachers at the evangelical gram-
mar school attended by young Hudec
were strictly forbidden to teach in the
Slovak language. A good command of
the Hungarian language was inevitable
if one wanted to enter into civil service,
start up a business or become a mem-
ber of the so-called higher society.

All his sisters married in Hungary. Later
Hudec wrote his persenal-notes.and uni-
versity.lectures in ‘German and English.
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In11922 he married Gizéla Mayer who'
was born in Shanghai and came from.a
very Wealthy family. Her father, a Ger-
man businessman and a Lutheran and
her'mother, Née Tisdall, who came to
China from Scotland only spoke English
and German in the household. Again,
Hudec had to adjust.
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During his grammar'schoolstudies,
young Ladislav-aequired three different
certificates of apprenticeship, where he
mastered the professions of bricklayer,
stonemason and carpenter. In"1910,
Hudec enrolled in the Technical Univer-
sity in Budapest. By the year1914, he
was a member of the:Hungarian Royal
Chamber of Architects.

As a'directorlhave a feeling that Hudec
had thought during his lifetime that
perhaps at'sometime somebody would
make film about him. He very/carefully
made his architectonical archive; with
his own hand he described every photo
and every posteard. So we discovered
in Victoria University in Canada his first
and only building outside of China.

Hudec perhaps understood.the future
media of film and so he even bought
16mm camera as early as 1927 He
traveled all over the world, shooting the
places of his inspiration, but it was also
a documentary about normal every-
day life and people with such extreme
sensitivity, that it shows his deep social
understanding. He has a wonderful
composition of shots from China, Japan,
Spain, Italy, New York, Prague; Budapest
and Slovakia and this shows'that his tal-
ent was many-sided.

10 Ladislav Hudec

My father didn't tellus.very much about
his early life. But his sister did tell us,'that
his father expected him.to work at every
one of the trades.that was involved with
creating a building. So every holiday he
had to either work with brick layers, the
cabin makers, even roofers.
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CHAPEL OF OUR LADY THE QUEEN, 1914, VYHNE, SLOVAK REPUBLIC
ZIHE 1914F ERRANE £RBKX

Here we have/found Hudec’s very first
building. A small chapel of Our Lady the
Queen at Vyhnie is his only architectural
project outside of China. Blueprints and
sketches were discovered in the archives
of the Victoria University:

12 Ladislav Hudec
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He very much wanted to be a pastor. Not
an architect. But his father insisted that he
be an architect because he was the eldest
son and he had 5 other siblings.
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| was interested in story of somebody
who lost his home! Hudec was born in
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, which dis-
integrated was after WWI and in its place
new states were born, among them

was also Czechoslovakia, with its capital
Prague. Hudec studied in Budapest, not
in Vienna or Prague, and it influenced
him.

T F
{ As a patriotic

| Austro-Hungari-
an citizen, Hudec
! volunteered to
join the army
after outbreak of
World War1. 1918
the Austro-Hun-
gary Empire had
disintegrated.
His Beszterce-
banya, now Banska Bystrica, was a town
in the new born Czechoslovak Republic.

Hudec couldn’t fully understand the
new political developments-in Europe,
because he was imprisoned in Russia,
from where-he-escaped to Shanghai.
And whatwas his feeling, when he
returned home and his family house
was confiscated by the official new
goverment? In 1919, his father’s flourish-
ing company had gone out of business
in Banska Bystrica, and shortly after that,
in 1920, his father had died.

His father left Ladislav a debt amount-
ing to several million crowns. In fact, his
father’s last building had collapsed and
the state was demanding recompense.
Ladislav felt he had suffered an injustice
from the Czechoslovak authorities and
wished to break ties with Czechoslova-
kia. He came backto Shanghai and start-
ed literally from“nothing” to becoming

14 Ladislav Hudec

the city’s most famaous architect. He had
to go through the Japan-China war and
the outbreak of WWILin China...

Hudec isn't only-a-pioneer of architec-
ture in the Far East, but his life shows
also the important moments of history
of the 20th century. Hudec'lost “his
home’, found a new one in Shanghai
and again lost it. Inthe end, he went to
the'USA as displaced person, and-there
he couldn’t even continue in his archi-
tectural work.

“The Man Who Changed Shanghai”
presents only a partof the fascinating
and hitherto'unknown story‘and condi-
tions under which architectural works
were created. And through the per-
sonal;authentic experiences of Hudec’s
Children and Hudec’s unique films, the
window is open to the previously un-
known life of Europeans in China in the
first half of 20th century. | never heard
before, how the Europeans really lived in
Shanghai and knew nothing about the
lives of the Chinese at those times. So |
think: It is not only an amazing story, but
also a major discovery for both Europe-
ans and the Chinese.
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Normandie Apartments
%S K/ E, 439WuKangLu , 1858 Huaihai Zhonglu

The Awvenus Aportments—l- B Hudes, Architect

Ladislav Hudec
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Between 1918 and 1947, he designed
and built around 65 structures, which
still stand as an important part of
Shanghai’s history, culture and spirit.
Today we can find representations of
neo-classicism, neo-gothic, art nouveau,
art deco, modernism and functionalism
in the city of Shanghai. Important is also
his development on the field of bringing
air-conditioning to the city. The Grand
Theatre and the Country Hospital (1925)
were fully air-conditioned.
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. PARK HOTEL, 1934 - BEERRIE , 19345F

Hudec can be called “the father of high-
rise architecture in Asia”. His Park Hotel
built between 1932-1934 was not only
the first one, but for many, many years
also the only high-rise building in, Asia. It
was one of the first buildings to be built
entirely fromisteel, with-modern; entirely
steel construction. The Park Hotel was
the first highrise built.on a swamp. Hu-
dec pioneered this brand new technol-
ogy of constructing-high-rise buildings
in very difficult geological conditions,
such as on this swamp in Shanghai and
it opened a whole new chapter of city
planning for all of today’s developers.

His Park Hotel isstill something of a
jewel, which still ornaments the centre
of Shanghai’s People’s Square.

g, gxrn— mersnsns « IINNIEIEEE
KRR TNEEERZ RXWEXE ,

TS BERRENABEHIRE . IE

1932-1934 F &M E R IRIE TN 2 EE

—N EZRHNERZEFREHET

NE—NSEER., CRILNERLSE PARK HOTEL
HEANMRENINRENERER
2. EFRRERE-IMLELEDE
e FRNSERR,

SRR IRl T RS R RS TS
SEERFHEA |, flinE LENE
Ei b (BEERRE)  XEHR
REF THRBHAKNFNEE,
I EFRIRIEM SRR —BER |
KELBTART 75

Ml bl

18 Ladislav Hudec

Ladislav Hudec 19




In 1941, the Japanese occupied Shang-
hai’s foreign districts, stripping the West-
ern inhabitants of both their privileges
and livelihood.

You couldn’t really travel very much and
the Japanese controlled everything. But
we were able to.continue our lives. But the
thing was my father, of course couldn’t
work anymore because the Japanese
wouldn't allow you to build buildings.
They needed the lumber and the steel and
the concrete-and-everything for their war
effort. So architecture and everything just
collapsed then.

Hudec’s role during WW Il in helping
to save the lives of Jews

The Jews'who had to run away from
Germanyin the 30’s and 40’s/could come
to Shanghai. The Canadians and Ameri-
cans didn't want them, but Shanghai
was a very free city. But later they:lost
also in Shanghai their.rights. Jews were
confined to a ghetto in Hongkou and
other refugee camps.

In 1938 Czechoslovakia was!disinte-
grated after Munich Agreement. Hudec

20 Ladislav Hudec
[ |

applied for Hungarian citizenship and

a passport. In:1941 he received these
as well as an offer'to:be the Hungar-

ian Honorary*Consulin Shangai. In this
position he
could make
give pass-
ports to Jews
who were

in any way
connécted to
the Austro-
Hungarian
Empire. And
they could
then travel
to.the USA
and Canada.
In a diplo-
matic note
from those times we can find that in
Jewish refugee camps about 15 people
were dying daily from starvation. In his
position, Hudec managed to save many
Jews.

There still exist a number of letters writ-
ten by Jews to Ladislav Hudec express-
ing their gratitude for his help after the
end of WWII.
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A civil war broke out in China after
World War Il and the Hudec family de-
cided to leave the country immediately.
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My father never build any houses.in the
US. And he would have beenfoolish to
even attemptit at his'age to start again as
anarchitect, because first-of all, he would
have to pass all sorts of American tests to
be an accredited architect.

And he decided to settle in Berkeley
because ofithe climate and because of the
good university. He needed a-fancy library MARN  Mos Dok T
for all of his archeological researches. ! 1:1
And he was-happy to really do all that he
wanted to.do his whole life.
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Hudec's sacral architecture in Shanghai
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In his notes, Ladislav Hudec wrote EEIiLAE Sl k $irx BER

1

The architect Hudec spent the last years
ofhis active life'teaching-and.research-
ing early-Christian philosophy and cul-
ture. He later participated in the research
and archeological excavations of the
remains of St. Peter in Vatican City. Pope
Pious Xl even showed his appréciation
for Hudec'’s work and faith and gave him

life-long indulgences-despite-his remain=

ing a devout Protestant.
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. HUDEC HOUSE, 1933
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Chinese have already.reconstructed,26
of Hudec’s buildings:lalone have seen
the reconstruction of the Normandie
Apartments, the Grand Theatre, and the
Moore Memorial Church, which was
made very well and in a very short time:
| think the biggest-sore is Hudec's Family
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House at Columbia Rd, still waiting for
reconstruction. | heard the idea that a
Hudec Museum could be there.!..Also
in Slovakia, in Banska Bystrica:the Hudec - 'f

Family House is still waiting for recon- "_
struction. A beautiful original house, z
where Hudec was born, was changed
into offices for the immigration.police:
You can imagine, how it looks... The
police have leaft the house and we are :
waiting now to see what will happen... P
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Ladislav Hudec

Our film brings some ideas to govern-
ment thinking also in Slovakia. It would
be nice if the idea of the Centre of
Ladislav Hudec, as a multi-religious and
multicultural centre in Banska Bystrica
and as well as in Shanghai could be

established. Not only a metaphorical HFLEHREE
“bridge of friendship” between Europe ®q , BREWE
and Asia, but a real place for a perma- EHESEHFE
nent dialogue. Hudec proves, there B, BBBRER
Columbia Rd., Shanghai are no obstacles between connecting HAERRFENE
(Paniu Lu Rd. today) and understanding peoples of all lands RNEANBHUK
L el (RNERE) regardless of culture, language and BREENDL
religion but that they exist only in our = REERER |
minds. MaRtr4aE
... BHER
S NSRS By
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“I must say that after a long, long time |
watched a truly fascinating film — a story
portraying a bitter life-long journey of
an almost forgotten genius, an out-
standing documentary both in terms

of its script and its directing — as seen
through the recollections of Hudec’s
children; a film shot by a perceptive
camera and featuring-music(classical
and loriginal Chinese pop songs from
the 1930s and 1940s) that intensified
the finaliimpression.I'can't remember
the last time l-was sosorry to see a
movie end. But it has not yet ended for
me. | have fallen in love with the family
of architect Hudec for their optimism,
togetherness and unassuming behavior.
| was enchanted by the ingenuity, preci-
sion and sensé of beauty shown by the
architect’s works. Famconvinced that
this documentary will enthrall audiences
in all corners of the world.

Eva Burcikova, Slovak journalist
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MEDIA FILM

Our philosophy: Concentrate on original approach to each project. Create and
transform future ideas into the reality. Keep discovering new trends and always
provide the highest artistic and technical quality.

For the past 18 years, MEDIA FILM Group has been successfully operating on the
media, film-making and television market. MEDIA FILM was established by the well-
known Slovak film-director Ladislav Kabos.

‘What we do
e development and production of cinematographic projects, creative documen-
- taries, TV programmes, educational projects and corporate presentatlons
e advertising production
e full service — providing all the services relating to the production of commer-
cials and feature films for foreign film crews in EU, rental of film equipment
and film studios, film and video postproduction, telecine, film recordlng, loca-
tion scouting, casting, etc.
rental of our own HD equipment and postproduction facilities for creating
~ ~news:reels spots, recordings of concerts, theatre performances, lectures, cor-
porate V|deos maklng of, etc. .

e

Media Film is based in Bratislava, the capital of the Slovak Republic, and in Prague, the
Czech Republic’s capital.

We have experienced.and creative team of young professionals represented mostly by
the graduated students-of prestige film colfeges with number of awards won at domestic
and foreign festivals. x

We speak-English, German, Russian, and natarally also Slovak and'Czech. We can also
communicate in Chinese.

Contact:

MEDIA FILM, Ltd.,

Namestie Hraniciarov 57, 851 03 BRATISLAVAY,
SLOVAK REPUPLIC - EU

Phone: +421 904 637 770

e-mail: studiomediafilm@gmail.com
CZECH REPUBLIC - EU

U zeleného ptaka 12

108 00 PRAHA 10

Phone: +420 775 378 231, +420 602379747

m%dla

www.mediafilm.sk



LADISLAV KABOS (1953)

director & producer

1978 graduated Masters Degree from
FAMU, Film Academy of Arts, Prague.
Ladislav is one of Slovakia’s best film
and TV directors, has made over 60 films
and TV projects, many of which have
won festival prizes at both at home and
abroad.

Kabos’last creative documentary “Mo-
dern Architecture of Slovakia” - Slovak
Television 2008, shows the changes

of modern architecture during'the
course of the eventful decades of the
20th century, whereupon it reflects the
important historical moments regarding
the birth/of modern Slovakia. Artistic
camera work presents the architecture
in a yet unprecedented form. Unique,
extraordinary, long-form, ebservational
shots reveal the beauty of architectonic
works in a way that had yet.not been
used. It was the first Slovak documen-
tary filmed and finished in FULL HD

28 Ladislav Hudec
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Technology.Awarded the prestigious
main prize (IGRIC 2008).for Best Crea-
tive Documentary as well as many other
prizes.

Selected works by Ladislav Kabos:

Children are Watching Us, SFT 1981,

debut, honored by several festival juries
Studio of a Soul, SFT 1987

a musical film about the most famous Slova-
kian singer, Marika Gombitova, undefeated
by serious car accident

Just a Dream, Czech Television 1988, a musi-
cal movie with Czech pop music star

|. Bartosova

The Mystery of Gregorian Chants, Madacy
Canada 1995, musical poem

Treasury of Classical Music, Madacy Canada
, 1996, experimental music series produced
by MEDIA FILM

Curriculum Vitae, Czech Television, 1999

- 2001,series of true life stories, 38 parts,
produced by MEDIA FILM

Overshadowed, TV Markiza 1996 - 2000,
series of fascinating coming-out stories “Just
One Day More’, TV Markiza 1997, Journalist
Association Award for the best project of the
year 1997 - Golden Olive, Grand Prize - Inter-
national Film Festival, Montenegro.

The Mystery of the Tatra Mountains, 1999,
multivison project for High Tatra National
Park, Best Slovak Film Award - Tourfilm Festi-
val, Bratislava

Hell Begins Where Hope Ends, Czech Televi-
sion 2003, VOX HUMANA - Award for best film
of the year

People of the Border, Slovak Television,
2004, Literary Fund Prize for best film of the
year.

Unfailing Friends, Czech Television 2007,
TRILOBIT — honorary diploma, awarded the
best Czech film of the year
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Cinematographer Dodo Simon¢i¢ with Ladislav Kabo3
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MATICA SLOVENSKA AND LADIsSLAV HUDEC NG

The Slovaks, one of the Western Slavonic
nations, have been living in Central
Europe and in the central reaches of the
Danube River for approximately 1,500
years. After the establishment of their
first state formations back in the 9th
century, they lived for leng-centuries
under the yoke of other states'and na-
tions. And yet, to date the Slovaks have
succeeded in preserving and develop-
ing their original-nationallanguage,
culture and their own spiritual world.
Since the 19th century a good deal of
credit for this has been due to Matica
slovenska. This is an institution associ-
ating a broadly-based Slovak patriotic
moyement, a hationwide cultural as-
sociation focused on the-cultivation and
premotion of Slovak national feelings
and patriotism, research'and publishing
activities in the field of Slovak language
and literature, and Slovak history. Today
Matica slovenska:is also devoted to
promoting local and regional cultural
activities, supporting national culturein
Slovakia’s linguistically mixed regions,
and cultural pursuits of Slovaks living
abroad.
The work of Matica
slovenska has been
closely associated with
the modern history of
the Slovaks. Originally,
MATICA  Matica was established
SLOVENSKA ¢ an association of
educated and patriotic people in
defence of the growing Magyarization/
Hungarization and against national
oppression.of the Slovaks within the
Austro-Hungarian monarchy.-At present;
Matica slovenska has own research and
documentary institutions in Martin and
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Bratislava: National Institute for the
Slovak Language and'Literature, Slovak
Literary Institute, Slovak History Insti-
tute, Archives of Matica slovenskd, and
Museum-of Slovaks Living Abroad, plus
over 30 regional centers, which consti-
tute genuine hubs-of cultural and social
lifein different parts of Slovakia:Matica
slovenska is also engaged in business
and fund-raising activities to finance its
multi-faceted cultural goals.

Every year, Matica slovenskd publishes
over 50 book titlés of original Slovak
literature and 8 cultural magazines and
specialized journals. It is known for-pro=
moting‘contacts with Slovaks abroad,
organizing around 2,000 cultural events
both in the Slovak Republic and beyond
its borders.

For us the key importance of Matica
slovenska lies primarily in that it is
keenly interested in, and in some cases
even fascinated by, what may be called
“Slovak traces” imprinted in the world,
“footprints” that have both physical,
spiritual but primarily cultural character.
Part and parcel of those traces are the
fates of Slovaks who lived and worked
abroad. And Slovak life stories and Slo-
vak traces are also found in the world’s
most populous country - in the People’s
Republic of China. We have known
something of the fates and work of mis-
sionaries in China, but we had virtually
no information at all of the life story and
work'of the outstanding Slovak archi-
tect Ladislav Hudec, a native of Banska
Bystrica. That is why our great thanksigo
to the authors of the'documentary “The
Man Who Changed Shanghai” who pre-
sented the personality of Ladislav Hudec
from many different aspects, painting

not only a considerably broad but also
profound portrait of the architect. At the
same time, proceeding from their own
unbiased experience, the authors of the
documentary have introduced to us and
to the whole world one “Slovak trace
and Slovak fate”, forgotten and covered
up by a lot of historical ballast.

Jozef Markus
President of Matica slovenska
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VISIT SLOVAKIA - THE BIRTHPLACE OF L.E.HUDEC

Spa Resort for Wellbeing and Therapy

Health Spa Piestany
is on the doorstep

of two of Europe’s
ancient cities: a mere
80km away from Slo-
vakia’s capital, Bratis-
lava, and 140km from
the Austrian capital,
Vienna. Located in

a picturesque setting by the River Vah,
Piestany Spa Island offers the perfect
environment to relax and rejuvenate.

W

The Spa Island of Piestany is one of
Europe’s largest and most special spa
complexes. Natural healing sources

- thermal mineral water and unique
sulphuric mud are the cornerstones of
the Piestany Spa which has become
world-famous thanks to its traditional
methods of treating rheumatism and
other disorders of motion.

Tradition, style and gorgeous spa

As a result of its naturally occurring
thermal mineral water, the spa facilities
in Piest'any have developed to include
numerous from 2* to 5* spa hotel com-
plexes. Each of these charming venues is
located in a beautiful spa park with eve-
rything under one roof, from physicians’
clinics to therapeutic pools, providing
the highest quality of balneotherapy
(bathing treatment) facilities.

These include also the first five-star rat-
ed hotel in Slovakia, the Thermia Palace.
Renovated to its past previous splen-
dour Thermia Palace offers an unique
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atmosphere of elegance combined with
personal services and care. Health Spa
Irma directly connected to the Thermia
Palace hotel is built on the springs and
offers unique mirror and mud pool.

Directly on the spa island are situated
the nine-hole golf course, two full swing
golf simulators and three tennis courts.
The area around Piest'any offers an as-
tonishing variety of sport opportunities,
from water-skiing, biking and hiking to
horse-riding and much more.

)

HEALTH $PA PESTANY
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The Man
Who Changed

Shanghai

Special thanks to

R 5IS E

Thanks to

B

All Rights Reserved
MR AE

was produced by company MEDIA FILM.in-coproduction with
Slovak Television. This film project was financial supported by
® The Ministry of Culture in The Slovak Republic (EU)

e The City of Banska Bystrica, Slovak Republic

The world premiere was financial supported by

e Audiovisual Fund in The Slovak‘Republic (EU)

e The Embassy of The China People’s Republic
inTheStovak Republic

e.The Thermia-Palace, SpaPiestany, Slovak Republic

The Shanghai People’s Association for Friendship with Foreigners
The Consulate General of the Slovak Republic in.Shanghai

We thank forhelp and suE)'port to Mrs. lvana and Mr. Jan.Benda;
The Allied Architects International
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ALL)ED ARCHTICTE INTERNATIONAL

The Shanghai Municipal Archives
The Shanghai Urban Construction Archives
The University of Victoria Libraries McPherson Library

Shanghai Media Group - Shanaghai Documentary Channel
Grand Theatre

Park Hotel

Shanghai Da Guang Ming Culture (Group) Co. Ltd.
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The Man Who Changed Shanghai © MEDIA FILM publishing house 2010
in cooperation and financialisupport by Matica Slovenska

Photo: MEDIA FILM, University of Victoria Libraries, Hudec family and other
private archives.

Desktop Publishing: Graphic Studio PEOPLEART.eu
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