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"Every individual matters,
Every indnndual has a rale
to play. Every individual
makes a difference.

_Jane Geodall .
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Ladislav Hudec: The Man Who Changed Shanghai

CarL LoriMer

The world premiere of a new documentary film about the life and work of
Ladislav Hudec, one of Shanghai's pre-eminent architects, is set to debut
on 3 September. Using recently discovered film taken by Hudec himseif,
his life story is retraced through the memories of his three children, each
in their 80s, as they reflect back on Shanghai's golden age, their father's
struggle for identity and his importance in the city's development.
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which was completed in 1934 and is still a
Peoples Square landmark today, "His greatest
technical achievement shines through in
the Park Hotel” notes Warr, “The hotel
wiis Shamghal’s first real skyscraper and
remained the tallest huil;!int;in the aty
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1!1:4 ghout his caneer, from Beau-Arts and
raper Gaothic 1o Art Deco and Modern.
5 daughter Alessa Hudec remembers, "My
father ueed to tell me that he thought the
mast important rhing for an architect is o
produce wheat his clients wants.”
In 1938 his homeland of Crechoslovakia
was Invaded by Germany, prompting him to
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“Hudec isn't only a pioneer of
architecture in the Far East,
but his life also shows the
important moments of history
of the 20th century.”
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of Besztercehdnya. However this was in the
time of Austro- Hungarian Empére, today the
city is called Bancks Hystrica and is one of the
most important cultural and political centres
of the Slovak Republic”

The result of Kabos' research is the
documentary feature The Man Wha (
Shanghai, o narrated journey by Hude
octogenarian children through their father’s
legacy = visiting Slovakia and Shanghai 1o
share not only the memaries of their father,
but giving an authentic account of European
colonial life during Shanghal's golden age.
Maoreover, much of the flm mchodes restared
loeme mvovies taken h‘g‘ Hisdex himself,
.'-:rendipﬂm.ul}' discovered by the architect’s
som Theodor, in the attic of his Victoria
Canada horme, under Lyers of dust and
mauld. The movie is produced by Media
Film in cooperation
with Slovak TV
aml the Shanghai
Dacusmentary
Channel, On Friday
3 September the
film premibenes
in Hudes own
budlding - Shanghai’s
Grand Cinema (formerhy know as the Grand
Thiatre) — to an sudience that will include
Theador amd the President of Slovakia
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Highlights from Hudec’s
28 years in Shanghai
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Wu House

Year: 1935
Address: 3 Tongren Lu, near
Beijing Xi Lu

Commonly referred to as the
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of its exterior tiles, this house

was considered one of the most
luxurious residences in Asia upon
its completion. It was built as a
p-ll'u.l.tl. home for Mr Wu |"|'|L"-‘-'-["
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of Hudecs most ultra-modern
designs. The interior included a
marhle stz lircase, ballrooam, sun

Pa 1y (4111 AF grecs nhouse and extensive
air conditioni ng equipment, while
the exterio |l|-.|. le looks like a
passenger ship.

Grand Theatre

Year: 1933
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[he Grand Theatre was Shanghai's
firsi :.\,1I:|_|lq,_ [TRATT ¥ inema ..'I.'II\.I an
important milestone in Hudecs
career - it marked a turning point

in his architectural siyle, Both inside
and out, the building is modern Art
Deco with interleaving horizontal
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SIUICCO,

30 metre tall glass canopy that glows
various colours at night. The original
2,016 seats have been reduced by a
quarter and the theatre is currently
Grand Cinema.

known as the

Park Hotel

Year: 1934
Address: 170 Nanjing Xi Lu

the Park Hotel was
‘~I| inghai and Asia’s tallest building,
titles it held until 1983 and 1954,
respectively. The 22-storey steel-
framied landmark is an Art Deco
master plece an 1l one of the cily % best
preserved buildi ings from its era.
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